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KAMBALDA AQUATIC CENTRE 

Statement by Member for Kalgoorlie 

MR K.M. O’DONNELL (Kalgoorlie) [12.22 pm]: I stand here today to inform the house of a positive 
development in obtaining funds to upgrade and reopen Kambalda’s aquatic centre. On 30 April, the Shire of 
Coolgardie’s application for a $1.9 million loan to fund the refurbishment was signed off by the 
Western Australian Treasury Corporation, along with the federal government’s community sport infrastructure 
grant of $287 000 last month. The council is hoping to open the facility by December 2019. Work will 
commence on the facility this week. I previously visited the centre and spoke to community members who 
expressed strongly how important this facility is to them and their families. I would like to personally give a big 
thankyou to all the members of the public in and around the town of Kambalda who signed our petition and 
continue to give their support, the Shire of Coolgardie council staff, and the federal member for O’Connor, 
Rick Wilson, who have also played important roles in pushing for this to happen. I am sincerely glad to see that 
the people’s voices within my electorate have been listened to and truly matter. However, the centre is still in 
need of funding, with a deficit of $600 000. Minister MacTiernan and the state government are refusing to fund 
this shortfall. In the last financial year, the Shire of Coolgardie was the number one producer of minerals in the 
goldfields region, with product totalling $3.13 billion. It is also the third local government in Western Australian 
for value of minerals. I strongly urge the state government to provide the funding for the shortfall to complete 
the refurbishment of Kambalda’s aquatic centre. The community cannot suffer another summer without 
adequate recreational swimming facilities or from financial strain and is depending on the state government to 
step up and support regional WA.  
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